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Length: 1500 words

This essay has two steps and may feel complicated; I am asking you to consider how secondary material informs your understanding of a poem: (step one) begin by selecting one of the following poems.  In your initial reading, you should demonstrate your understanding of the poem by considering the meaning of individual parts in relationship to the entire work; follow the details to understand the issues and the meaning a poem reveals.  You should consider “how” the poem means not just “what” it means. You are not being asked to paraphrase the poem (to rewrite it as prose in your own words), although this is a useful and necessary step in the writing process. You should decide which elements are pertinent to your critical interpretation (your explication).  You could consider how imagery, symbol, metaphor, meter, rhyme, assonance, alliteration, form, and tone contribute to the meaning of the poem—especially interesting or unique aspects of the poem.  
After you have carefully read the poem and have your own understanding of it, (step two) find at least two complete (not abridged) academic articles that discuss your poem. You may use articles you find online on a database or in bound periodicals, but they must be from refereed journals.  The best database to use is JSTOR available through MacEwan library.  Write summaries of these articles of about 250 words each.  Keep in mind that you are going to find many articles on these poems, so you may need to skim through many to find ones that are germane.  Use MLA style guide. 
The second part of this assignment (and this is the essay) asks you to consider how the secondary material informs your understanding of your selected poem.  This second part should take the form of an essay with a thesis and body paragraphs that make assertions.  Consider, for example, some of the following questions as you synthesize these articles with your own ideas (reading) of the poem: What have you learned about the poem by reading this critical material?  How has it altered your perception of the poem?  Does the criticism overlook something you found interesting or important in the poem?   Do these critical articles address common concerns and themes in the poem?  What are these common critical concerns of the poem? 
 This essay is not a report.  It is an argument.  Use the information you obtain from secondary sources to support your own interpretation of the poem you are analyzing.

The poems:  

“Kubla Khan” (508)
“Ode a Grecian Urn” (521
“Lines Written a Few Miles… (501)
“The Lady of Shallot” (531)
“Goblin Market” (557)
 “The love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (595)

I have posted an example essay to use as your structure.  In this example, however, the student was excited by the poem and used three secondary sources.  She did not obviously demark where her essay started—you should.  But her essay starts on “page one” with, “Honoring Keats’s sensuous approach to the world around him, ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ also reveals his struggle with realism.”  (note that I used single quotations around the title because it is inside a quote)



